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At its most broad, sex

work can be defined as

any type of work that

involves the exchange of

a sexual service for

something that benefits

the worker (usually

money or a material

good). While which acts

or arrangements can be

considered sex work are

highly individual, there is

one universal aspect:

consent. For any form of

sexual service to be

considered sex work, the

worker needs to have

consented to the

activities in advance of

and during the session. If

any external force or

pressure has taken

place, this is not sex

work. This is sex

trafficking.

Maggie's Toronto
An organization run for and by local

sex workers.

www.maggiestoronto.ca

 

Pivot Legal Society
For information about sex work

laws in Canada and your rights.

www.pivotlegal.org

 

Sex Professionals of Canada
Information and resources for

individuals who do sex work.

www.spoc.ca

 

Chez Stella
For videos, guides and info sheets.

www.chezstella.org

 

Butterfly - Asian and Migrant Sex
Workers Network

For support and resources related

to sex work in Canada.

www.butterflysw.org

 
*Please note that Skylark does not endorse the

use of the above resources nor do they represent

Skylark’s values as an agency. While the creators

of this resource recognize the potential

usefulness of information provided by these sex

work-specfic agencies, websites, etc., their

inclusion is not meant to act as a referral, or

endorsement.

For more harm reduction info,
check us out at @skylitatskylark

 

*for the purpose of this resource,

"young people" refers to

individuals under 18 years old.



WHAT  ABOUT

DIGITAL?

DOES  AGE

MATTER?

WHAT  DOES  THE

LAW  SAY?

In Canada, the age of consent is 16. This

means that for young people who are 16

and 17, there is no maximum age limit to

those that they may engage in

consensual sexual activity with. 

 

For those between 12 and 15, “Romeo and

Juliet laws” apply. This means that they

can engage in sexual activity with other

young people no more than a few years

older. NOTE: these limits vary greatly

based on the age of the young person.

For a more in depth look at exact ages,

check out "Age of Consent to Sexual

Activities" at educaloi.qc.ca.

 

Even though there isn’t a maximum age

limit for young people 16+, there are

limits around who a young person can

legally have sex with based on power

dynamics. An example of these limits

would be one between a young person

and a person in a position of authority

like a teacher or a caregiver. These

relationships are illegal regardless of

whether or not sexual exchange is

involved. This is designed to avoid the

“exploitation” of the young person,

however what can legally be considered

exploitation can be a bit vague and is left

open to interpretation. This could make

interactions with the law more

complicated should they happen.

For those under the age of 18, selling

nudes, camming, or paid sexting may

result in those involved becoming

vulnerable to criminalization.

 

If the nude images and/or sexual acts

are to be kept between the young

person in the images and a partner or

friend, this would be legal as it is for

"personal use". However if they are

created for the purpose of sharing

with more than one person, the

young person and their client(s) may

be charged with the creation,

distribution and possession of child

pornography.

 

There is still a good bit of uncertainty

surrounding the legality of young

people in digital sex work as there has

yet to be a public court case where a

young person consensually created

and distributed their own nude

images for profit.

Under the current laws, people under the

age of 18 cannot legally engage in sexual

activity with those who they can be seen as

having a dependence on for necessities like

money, food, or shelter.

 

Due to the nature of sexual service

exchange, clients of young people who

engage in sex work often provide the

means for that young person to obtain

necessities, such as housing, education, or

financial security (as would be the case in

any employer/client situation), This means

that all young people in sex work are

potentially subject to legal repercussions,

also known as criminalization.

 

When sex work is criminalized, clients are

vulnerable to charges and young people

are put at risk of being removed from their

living situation (specifically if the young

person lives with their parents/guardians)

and could greatly complicate things if the

young person lives in a residential program

(e.g. group home, foster home, or

psychiatric in-patient treatment centre

etc...).

 

While sex trafficking is different from sex

work, historically, young people doing sex

work has been treated as sex trafficked, an

illegal activity that may result in the above

consequences.

This content was prepared by Skylark's Peer

Youth Harm Reduction Team and although

they've used their lived experience to create

this resource, it is not intended to be a

substitute for professional legal advice. 

DISCLAIMER:


